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3 full versionls the margin of the atrial septum too wide? The technique of atrial septal
puncture with double atriotomy (Custodian) was described in 1982 to create a right to
left atrial communication in a patient with a secundum atrial septal defect. As the
development of this technique has been extended, it has become essential to analyze
the quality of the atrial septal puncture and its consequences. The initial study shows
that the new puncture technique creates an atrial septal communication with a good
anatomical and clinical result and a positive hemodynamic benefit. In the follow-up
period, the main problem was the formation of an atrial aneurysm with a satisfactory
clinical condition. The mechanism of such a dilatation is unknown and the treatment of
choice is surgical repair.Differential inhibitory effects of glucocorticoids and specific anti-
inflammatory steroids on lipopolysaccharide-mediated interleukin-1beta production in
activated mouse macrophages: correlation with the lipopolysaccharide binding site.
Cytokine production by macrophages is known to play a pivotal role in both the
expression and resolution of many disease states. The effects of various anti-
inflammatory compounds on in vivo secretion of cytokines from macrophages and other
cells are still controversial because the studies have not used a highly specific
preparation of the cytokine. The present study compared the inhibitory effect of various
glucocorticoids and specific anti-inflammatory steroids on in vitro LPS-mediated
production of IL-1beta and TNF-alpha in activated mouse macrophages. Macrophages
were isolated from both C57BL/6) and BALB/c mice and activated with either 1 or 20
microg/ml LPS in the presence or absence of glucocorticoids or the following anti-
inflammatory steroids: RU 38486, ketoconazole, GW5074, furosemide and ciclosporin.
The results showed that a 24-h treatment of LPS-activated macrophages with high doses
of glucocorticoids (dexamethasone, triamcinolone, fluticasone or budesonide) and
specific steroid synthesis inhibitors (RU38486, ketoconazole or f
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